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GLADSTONE SOUTH STATE SCHOOL 

Welcome to the Gladstone South State School Community. 

Schools play a significant role in the lives of children as they grow and develop. The 
world is changing rapidly and teachers, parents and children face these changes in 
schools every day. At Gladstone South State School, we work together with our 
parents and wider community to create a positive and friendly environment for all our 
learners. 

We understand that to prepare for life in the 21st century, we need to foster attitudes 
that will ensure our students develop life long learning attributes. We focus on the 
development of literacy and numeracy whilst recognizing that other skills such as 
problem solving, critical thinking, computer competency, life skill development and 
environmental responsibility are also significant for our learners. 

At South, we endeavour to create a safe, tolerant and disciplined environment that 
encourages the development of individual skills as well as the notion of 'teamwork'. 
Our goal is to nurture our students to prepare them to become active, reflective and 
responsible citizens. 

We also recognize the importance of fostering an attitude of healthy lifestyles and 
encourage our students to participate in the Get Active program as well as providing 
a Breakfast Club and daily Fruit Break. 

We are proud of our continued success of our students in a wide range of academic, 
cultural and sporting areas. We look forward to your support for 2009 so your family 
can become part of South's 'community of learners'. 

Achievements 2008  

Australian School English Competition 
Credits 

Primary Schools Maths Competition 
Credits  
 

 
School Leaders attend State 
Leadership Convention 

 
School Wide Positive Support 
 

Indigenous Dance Troupe  

Regional Winner LOTE 
Speaking Competition 

School Folk Group — Eisteddfod 1st Place 
Year 1 &  2 Choir – Eisteddfod 1st Place 

Sport — Port Curtis/Capricornia 
Selections in a range of sports 

For the Sight of Others Community Event 

 

Choral performances for Senior Citizens, 
RSL and Hibiscus Gardens 



 

SCHOOL PROFILE 

Gladstone South State School opened in its present location in 1945 and had a 
student population in 2008 of approximately 291. The South School community 
draws mainly from the suburbs of Barney Point, Toolooa Estate and Glen Eden. 
Approximately 40% of our families reside in other areas of Gladstone. Our Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander student population averages around 23%. The school can 
be accessed from Toolooa Street, Little Street, Ann Street and Derby Street. There 
are three safety crossings. Department of Transport rules apply at these crossings. 

Local buses conveying school children run to and from Telina, Toolooa, Glen Eden, 
Sun Valley, Kin Kora and Barney Point. The school does not control this bus service. 
Information and prices can be obtained from Buslink on 4972 1670. Travel 
assistance is also available for eligible families. Information and forms can be 
obtained from the Transport Department on 4978 4144. 

Our Preparatory class is situated in the centre of our school. This is the third year that 
Gladstone South State School, like many other state schools in Queensland is 
offering the Preparatory program. 
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THE SCHOOL 
At Gladstone South State School, our School Council collaboratively develops our 
strategic direction. 

Parents & Citizens Association 

·  Meets 2 
 �  Friday of each month at 12.10pm in the P&C Room under B Block 
·  Fundraising Sub-committee meets on a weekly basis. 

Tuckshop 

Parents and Citizens Association operates a Tuckshop, which opens for breakfast, 
lunch and afternoon tea Wednesday, Thursday & Friday only. Our Tuckshop menu 
changes for Summer and Winter and is issued at the beginning of the school 
year and the beginning of each term. Our Tuckshop proudly offers a “healthy choices” 
menu for our students. 

Any other changes to the menu are reported in the School's Newsletter.  

The operation of our tuckshop relies heavily on support from parents, careers and 
grandparents. Volunteers are required daily to help prepare and serve food. We 
would appreciate your support. If you are able to help, give us a call or come and 
visit us. 

Tuckshop Ordering System 

All Grades 

All cooked or prepared foods must be ordered by all grades with orders written on a 
paper bag. Prep, Year 1 and 2 students use class lunch crates. All other students 
order at the tuckshop. 

Grades 1 & 2 receive iceblocks with their lunch and all other students can collect or 
purchase their iceblocks after the play bell rings. When the weather is obviously wet, 
no orders or sales will be taken for iceblocks. 

Healthy Menu 

Our P&C/Tuckshop adopted a healthy menu in 2006. This work was a joint effort 
between our Tuckshop Convener and our Green & Healthy Team consisting of 
students, staff and parents. 



 

POLICIES 

Homework 

To assist with the development of good study habits, all children from Years 2-7 
receive homework determined by the classroom teacher. Parents are encouraged to 
l iaise with the classroom teacher to become aware of regular homework 
expectations. Children in the early years benefit enormously if reading is a regular 
feature each evening. Parents can continue to encourage positive reading patterns 
by taking an interest in the books children borrow from our well-equipped library. 
Further details are outlined in the Homework Policy provided to you at enrolment. 

Library Borrowing 

Each class (including PREP) visits the library for at least one period every week. 
Activities in the library include a focus on literature, links to classroom units of work, 
development of South's Supportive School Programs (such as the "You Can Do It" 
program). Book Week is always an annual feature as children throughout the school 
celebrate and enjoy quality Australian literature. 

Assessment 

Throughout a school year each child is exposed to a wide range of learning 
experiences designed to foster optimum academic, physical and emotional growth. 
These stages of development are monitored throughout the teaching process and 
ongoing records of achievement are compiled. Together with the results of periodic 
formal tests, this record of personal attainment is used when discussing a child's 
progress with parents, and preparing written reports. 

Formal written school reports will be issued in June and December. The report card 
is a summary of a child's achievement and is based on cumulative records kept by 
class teachers throughout the year.  Parent/teacher interview are held twice a year at 
Easter and in December (if requested) 

In 2007, all schools in Queensland adopted a standardised reporting format to 
parents using a five point scale. Students in years 1 — 3 will see their achievements 
reported under five ratings — Very High, High, Sound, Developing and Requires 
Support. All report cards for State School students in years 4 — 10 will report student 
achievements under five ratings — A — E. Parents of PREP students do not receive a 
formal report but rather are encouraged to meet face to face with their child's PREP 
teacher. 



Uniform 

Our uniform is: 

·  royal blue t-shirt with gold shoulders, blue collar with double gold stripes; 
·  royal blue polo shirt with collar 
·  yellow polo shirt with collar 
·  royal blue rugger or rugby knit shorts or royal blue netball skirt; 
·  white socks and black joggers; 
·  royal blue wide brim hat; 
·  royal blue track pants 
·  royal blue jumper if necessary. 

For safety purposes, when leaving the ground it is compulsory for students to wear 
FULL school uniforms so teachers can easily identify South students. 

At the end of 2003 our school uniform was changed to a "shirt out" style. 

Wearing of a school uniform gives students a sense of pride in their own appearance 
as well as engendering a sense of school spirit. Gladstone South State School 
advocates the wearing of our school uniform. Please refer to the School Dress 
Code for further details around the school's dress code. 



 

 

 RESPONSIBILITIES 
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 RIGHTS 
 STUDENTS 
� � To be respected. 
� � To be treated fairly. 
� � To receive an education consistent with their level of development. 
� � To have a happy safe school. 
� � To be treated with understanding. 
� � To learn without interruption. 

� � TEACHERS 
� � To be treated with respect and courtesy. 
� � To be treated professionally and receive support from colleagues and parents. 
� � To express their opinions. 
� � To expect children to strive to achieve at their level of development. 
� � To have their property respected. 

 PARENTS 
� � To expect each child to develop to his/her full potential. 
� � To be advised about their child’s academic and social development. 
� � To be informed of the school’s policy and expectations. 
� � To expect that each child will be treated fairly. 
� � To have their concerns listened to. 
� � To expect each child to be safe. 
� � To participate in the schools decision making process.  



  

 

�  

· Anywhere in this school � Exemplified by 
����������	

� � � � � �
be well mannered • using please, thank you and • listen to all speakers 

�
• 

• 

excuse me 
look at people when talking to 
them 
not answering back 

• not swearing 

be neatly dressed • having shirts tucked in, unless 
the new style or playing. 

• wearing appropriate 
uniform 

� • wearing a wide brim or 
legionnaire hat in the playground 
at all times including before/after 
school 

• wearing closed in footwear 
at all times (before/after 
school ) 

be part of the group • 
• 

caring for feelings of others 
caring for property of others 

• not interfering with others 

act sensibly • 
• 

play in the appropriate areas 
use equipment correctly 

• think before acting 

be prepared for learning • pencils are sharpened • staying on task 

� • all belongings are neat, 
organized and ready 

• 
• 

finishing all tasks set 
complete work to the best 

� • cleaning up after yourself � ability 

� • putting hands up to speak • having a go  

Special School Rules 
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School Code of  
Behaviour 



 

 

South's Stand Against Bullying  
Keep Safe Program 

 
What we will do to prevent bullying at Gladstone So uth State 

School 
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a) This requires �
��� � to: 
 

-  Be role models in word and action at all times 
-  Be aware of all forms of bullying behaviour — physical, verbal and relational 

bullying 
-  Have a clear and effective plan for dealing with both the bully and the 

victim 
-  Ensure that all students know the consequences for bullying 
-  Be observant of signs of distress or suspected incidents of bullying 
-  Educate those students who are neither victims nor bullies to take action 

against bullying by: refusing to watch bullying, reporting bullying incidents 
or using distraction with either the bully or the victim etc 

-  Make efforts to remove occasions for bullying by active patrolling during 
supervision duty 

-  Take steps to help victims and remove sources of distress without placing 
the victim at further risk 

-  Report suspected incidents to the appropriate staff member/s who will 
follow the designated procedures 

-  Undertake an annual survey to determine the extent and type of bullying 
that is occurring within the school and to identify the bullies. 
 

b) This requires 
������
� to: 
-  Refuse to be involved in any bullying situation 
-  Take some form of preventative action (if appropriate) if they are present 

when bullying occurs 
-  Report any incidents or suspected incidents to help break down the code 

of secrecy 
-   

c) Our school recommends that ������
��
-  Watch for signs of distress in their child eg. Unwillingness to attend school, 

a pattern of headaches, missing equipment, requests for extra money, 
damaged clothes or bruising 

-  Take an active interest in their child's social life and acquaintances 
-  Encourage their child to report bullying incidents 
-  Inform the school if bullying is suspected 
-  Do not encourage their child to retaliate 
-  Be willing to attend interviews at the school if their child is involved in any 

bullying incident 
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HEALTH & SAFETY 
Sun Safety 

The dangers of overexposure to the sun in Queensland are well documented. 
Gladstone South State School promotes Sun Safety in our school environment 
through: 

·  Provision of SPF 15+ broad spectrum sunscreen for swimming and physical 
education activities. 

·  Our school uniform, which provides protection with a collar and sleeves. 
·  Acceptance of only full-brimmed hats. 
·  Requirement that hats be worn at all times in the playground, before and 

after school. 
·  Effective educational programs on sun sense. 
·  Promotion of the importance of parents, teachers, ancillary staff and voluntary 

helpers as role models for students in relation to sun protection strategies. 

School Health 

Following is a list of exclusion time for the most common childhood illnesses: 

HEAD LICE: Epidemics occur in cyclic patterns from year to year and cannot be 
totally prevented. Parents can assist with keeping this problem at bay, by 
regularly and thoroughly checking their child's hair. The school can also assist 
with identification of possible outbreaks. The child may return to school when the 
hair has received its first treatment. A follow-up treatment 1 week later is 
suggested. 

CHICKEN POX - 5 days from onset of rash unless heavily scabbed. 
MUMPS - Until fully recovered. 
MEASLES - 7 days from onset or doctor's certificate. 
SCABIES - Return to school when treatment has commenced. A doctor's 
certificate may be required. 
SCHOOL SORES - Exclude until sores have fully healed. A certificate may be 
required. 
RING WORMS - Must be covered with special ointment. A certificate may be 
required. 
CONJUNCTIVITIS - Exclude until discharge from eyes has ceased. 

Dental Clinic 

A Dental Clinic operates in association with Gladstone Schools. The Clinics have 
their own phone numbers. The clinic alternates between Gladstone South — 4972 
9362, and Gladstone West — 4972 9364. All children are eligible to receive free 
basic dental care. The main Oral Health number is 49726630. 



 
Emergency Situations  

The school periodically has emergency drills for evacuation (fire) and lock-downs 
(chemical spills/dangerous intruders). 

Administration of Medication  

Should a student require the administration of prescription medication at school 
or at school approved activities, caregivers need to make written notification to 
the School Office. 

·  All medication will be administered at the office strictly in accordance with 
instructions on the container. No medication can be administered without the 
doctor/pharmacist's instructions. 

·  A record of all such medication issued is kept. 

Non-prescribed oral medicati on (such as analgesics and over -the-counter 
medication) will not be administered by school staf f unless accompanied by 
specific instructions from a doctor.  

·  A student may be responsible for his/her asthma inhaler when the parent or 
caregiver provides a written permission form. 

Swimming 

There will be two major swimming seasons in 2009 - Term 1 and Term 4. Specific 
days for each grade will be notified at the commencement of the term. 

Swimming is a fundamental part of the Physical Education Curriculum. 	� $�����
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·  No child is to enter the swimming pool enclosure without direct teacher 

supervision. 
·  Children with sores, cuts, head lice, etc. will not be allowed in the pool. 
·  ALL Jewellery must be removed before entering the water. This includes all 

types of earrings, bracelets and watches. Children should not wear jewellery 
on swimming days. Children with special medical bracelets are exempt. 

(��"
���)� �����
Children must bring the following items on swimming day - 

Swimming bathers - one-piece for girls. Towel, Bathing Cap (for safety & health 
reasons). A bag in which to keep all gear. Sunscreen 
Sun shirt ("rashie") are compulsory as of 2008 

ALL EQUIPMENT MUST BE NAMED. CHILDREN ARE NOT TO WEAR TOGS 
TO SCHOOL UNDER THEIR CLOTHING. 



 

 

PROCEDURES/INFORMATION 

Bell Times 

First Bell 
Parade/School Starts 

First Break 
Afternoon Tea 
End of School Day 

8:45am  
8:50am 

11:10 am — 12:00 am 
1:30 pm – 2:00 pm 
3:00 pm 

 

Arrival & Dep arture 

Ann Street, Little Street & Derby Street crossings are supervised between 7.50am 
to 8.50am and 2.50pm to 3.20pm each school day. Derby Street crossing has 
pedestrian lights. Please remind your child to be very careful when this 
crossing is unsupervised, as some cars/trucks do not observe the red stoplight. 
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Because Toolooa Street is a main road, we strongly advise parents to drop and 
pick up children in Ann or Little Street as student safety is our primary concern. 
Children who have not been collected by 3.20 pm must go immediately to the 
office and wait. 

Children arriving early must remain in the playshed until 8.10 am. (��  
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As parents, it is important that you discuss with your children the safety aspects of 
travelling to and from school, eg. the correct methods of road crossings, footpaths, 
riding bicycles. 

Attendance  

Regular and punctual attendance at school is essential. Absences from school 
MUST be explained either by a note, a telephone call or personal contact. If your 
child has to leave school before the end of the school day, a written note or 
personal contact explaining the circumstances is essential ar,,.; all children must 
depart from the office. Parents must sign the Departure Book. Again we 
emphasise the safety of your child is our main priority.  



 
School Records 

Please notify the school immediately of any change of address, phone numbers or 
emergency contacts to ensure we are able to contact you in the case of illness or 
emergency. 

A CONSTANTLY UPDATED EMERGENCY HOME CONTACT IS ESSE NTIAL.

During the school day your child is under teacher supervision, but accidents may 
occur. 
The procedure we follow in an emergency is: 

·  The ambulance is contacted first, if necessary 
·  You are immediately notif ied. 

All families are now entitled to ambulance coverage through payment of electricity. 

Money Collections 

Student collections must be contained in a school collection envelope with their 
name clearly written on the front and paid directly to the school office (correct 
money is essential – due to staffing/time constraints, we cannot give change). 
Receipts will be issued immediately. Please keep the receipt as it  is your proof 
of payment. EFTPOS facil i t ies are available for your convenience. 

Transfer of Students 

If you intend moving from this area and need a transfer for your child or family, 
please give the class teacher adequate notification so that any necessary reports 
may be prepared. Before leaving the school, children are requested to return all 
school property such as library and class reading books. Please contact the office 
giving: 

·  the date of last attendance at South School. 
·  the school to which the child or family is transferring. 

Telephone Messages to Students 

Our school receives many phone calls, on a daily basis, requesting the passing of 
messages to students. We ask for your assistance by keeping these calls to a 
minimum and using the service in � � � � � � � circumstances only. The time spent 
on each message can be quite lengthy. We realise there are times when these 
calls are unavoidable and will ensure that your child receives the message. Calls 
received from parents and guardians only will be ac cepted. Thank you for 
your support in relation to this matter. 



 

 
Vehicles in Grounds 

Official vehicles only are  allowed to enter the school grounds at the front 
gate. For the safety of all, parents' vehicles must not enter the grounds. The 
presence of unauthorised vehicles is a safety hazard for your children. However, 
a temporary car park is located near the corner of Toolooa & Derby Streets. 
Please note this car park is for parents who need to visit the office or classrooms. 
It is NOT a pick-up or drop-off zone. 

Lost Property 

Lost property is kept in the resource room. Lost Property displays are held several 
times each term. Items left at the end of each term will be donated to charity. You 
are asked to impress on your children the importance of looking after their own 
property. All items should be named. 

Smoking 

Education Queensland prohibits smoking in all education facilities, including 
vehicles, excursions and camps. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM 

At Gladstone South State School we endeavour to provide a safe, tolerant and 
disciplined environment that allows all students the opportunity to learn and 
develop skills required for a new century. 

Curriculum 

8 Key Learning Areas — English, Maths, Science, SOSE (Studies of Society & the 
Environment), The Arts, Technology, HPE (Health & Physical Education) and 
LOTE(Language Other Than English). A feature at South is the development of 
interesting and relevant integrated units of work. We also have a strong focus on 
Literacy and Numeracy. 

ICT's for Learning 

The use of ICT's for learning by children is a major feature in our school curriculum 
and students at Gladstone South have access to computer technology. We have 
a fully equipped computer lab as well as computer technology available in every 
classroom. In late 2003 the whole school was networked and cabled. In 2006, the 
school received a grant for $58 000 to update all its ICT gear. This has seen 
electronic whiteboards and many new computers and up to date technology 
equipment in use in our school in 2008. 



 
Health & Physical Education  

All children are expected to participate in the school Swimming, Athletics and Ball 
Skills programs. Only those bringing notes explaining a disability are excused. 
Jewellery must be removed before participating in sport or physical education 
activities. 

Sport Competition 

We have four Sports Houses — Auckland, Barney, Capricorn, Dawson. All 
students are encouraged to take part in a wide range of sports activities in the 
school. At an Inter-house level, participation is equally as important as the 
competition. Students may also represent their school in a range of sports 
including Athletics, Swimming, Cricket, Soccer, Softball, Hockey, Touch, Netball, 
Rugby League, Cross Country, and Tennis. 

School Library 

All children participate in a comprehensive library program designed to foster an 
awareness of literature, reading for pleasure and development of the research 
skills necessary for future studies. Home borrowing is encouraged, with children 
being requested to provide a suitable library bag for the preservation of books. 

Religious Education 

All state schools in Gladstone participate in a non-denominational program, 
Religion in Life, conducted by Ministers of Religion and lay members of the 
Christian faith. The full year program is taught weekly to children from Years 2 - 7 
using attractive and colourful booklets with a non-denominational presentation of 
the Christian faith. There is no charge for these booklets. 

Instrumental Music Program 

*Brass, Woodwind & Percussion: The objectives of the Instrumental Music 
Program are 

·  to provide an extra dimension to the school music program 
·  to provide musical development through instrumental instruction on a group  

basis 
·  to foster fellowship through participation in ensemble performances. 

Personal instruments should be purchased by parents. 

The program is open to all children from Years 5-7. All instrumental students have 
the opportunity to join the South School Band, with the resulting commitments to 
regular rehearsals and occasional performances. Selected advanced students are 
then chosen to represent our school in the Combined Primary Schools Band. 



 
*Stringed Instruments: A program for Stringed Instruments is available for children 
from Years 3-7 and has the same aims for development of musicianship. 

Parents requiring further details concerning either program should contact the 
school. 

Extra-Curricula Opportunities 

Gladstone Cluster Extended Learning Program 

Extended Learning Programs in conjunction with Gladstone State High School 
and Toolooa State High School 

Alternate Education Programs/Flexi-School Options in conjunction with Rosella 
Learning Centre 

Cultural Activities — Combined Schools/Productions/Musicals, Eisteddfod 

Active After School Sport 

Year 7 Camp 

Year 7 students participate in an annual five-day camp which offers social, 
physical and educational activities including visits to the Science Centre and 
Museum in Brisbane. 
This camp is usually scheduled for October/November. Parents are advised to 
commence saving for this as early as possible. 
An invitation is extended to students to participate in this activity based on 
appropriate and acceptable behaviour throughout the year. 



 

 

Supportive School Environment  

At Gladstone South State School our school community rules are based upon the 
"You Can Do It" program. 

You Can Do It involves 5 Keys To Success: 

Confidence 
Self Acceptance : Making a mistake doesn't make you bad 
Risk Taking : It's good to try something new 
Independence : Try new activities and don't be afraid to speak up 

Persistence 
Optimism : Often when things are hard to do, you can do it 
Giving Effort : The harder you try, the greater your success 
Working Tough : To be successful, sometimes you have to do things that are 
not easy or fun 

Getting Along 
Being Tolerant of Others: Accept that all people are different and make mistakes. 
Playing by the Rules: By following school rules, school will be a better and safer 
place in which to live and learn 
Thinking First: Before reacting, think first of different ways to resolve setbacks or 
conflicts 



 
Organisation  
Setting Goals: Plan the steps to realise your objective 
Planning Time: Plan enough time to get the task done 

Resilience 
Keeping Perspective: On a scale of 10, is it really that bad? 
Staying Calm: Maintain your cool in the face of adversity 
Bouncing Back: Choose to be positive even when things don't turn out the way 
you would prefer 

This program rewards and celebrates Success in the following levels: 

You-Can-Do-It-Award 

Working Excellently Certificate 

End of Term You-Can-Do-It Celebration 

Class of the Week Award 

 


